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velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 
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De. FE. A. GitmMore, Iowa City. 
AGNes SAMUELSON, Des Moines 
Mrs. D. S. HuMEsTON, Albia. 
A. M. Deyrog, Des Moines 
Mrs. H. H. Teprorp, Mount Ayr. 


Juuu A. Ropinson, Secretary. 

HELaN ATEN, Reference Librarian. 

Lata S. WiLson, Librarian, Traveling Library. 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 








A President’s View of the District 
Meetings 

It was an opportunity to be present 
at all of the eight sectional library meet- 
ings and to come to know the librarians 
and trustees in the state as individuals 
and not only names. To see the excel- 
lent work they are doing and the service 
they are giving to their communities was 
areal inspiration to me. I learned to 
know some of the ideals which they had 
set up for their own particular libraries, 
by having their problems and difficulties 
discussed. It is possible for me now to 
picture the city or town and the library 
and its librarian that we visited, and to 
be perfectly sure that the youth of the 
next generation will be safe in their care. 
, In our meetings we discussed cireula- 
tion and books, as well as the ways of 
getting the right books to the people and 
the right people to the books. Business 
methods were examined and the impor- 
tant things stressed. We found that 
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librarians are fond of music and that 
musie adds a real element of pleasure to 
the meetings. Perhaps exhibits of beau- 
tiful objects might do the same thing. 
I wonder? We may try it next year. 
We found that many librarians have 
special interests and particular hobbies. 
In fact, we became better acquainted. 

Hence I believe that Iowa has reason 
to be proud of the librarians and the 
work they are doing. It is encouraging 
to note that the communities as a gen- 
eral thing are cognizant of their institu- 
tions. One feels instinctively that the 
ideals of today will not be the ones 
striven for tomorrow. We noticed few 
librarians that were static or crystallized 
in their ideas, and so library aims will 
grow with the times. 

Is there any wonder that we are all 
looking forward to our state meeting in 
October and making our plans to be 
there? 

Mary Beii Nervercurr. 


President Iowa Library Association. 




















Iowa Library Association 
1934 


The meeting of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation for 1934 will be held in Des 
Moines according to vote taken at the 
District Meetings and the decision of 
the Executive Board. The dates fixed 
are October 11-13. 

It is too early for definite information 
to be given regarding the program, 
though a tentative program appears. 
Already, however, Vera Brittain, author 
of ‘‘Testament of Youth,’’ has been se- 
cured as principal speaker. She will 
appear on Friday evening, October 12. 

One attraction will be a Trustees’ 
Luncheon on Friday noon with a good 
speaker, followed by the Trustees’ 
Round Table in the afternoon. (Send in 
questions which you wish discussed.) 

Headquarters have not yet been de- 
cided upon, but will be announced in 
sufficient time for hotel reservations to 
be made. All bus roads lead to Des 
Moines. ‘ 

Further information will be given in 
the next number of the Quarterly and 
by a circular letter. Librarians and 
trustees may well begin, even this early, 
to arrange plans to come to Des Moines 
in October. 


Tentative Program 
Thursday Morning, October 11th 
Registration (Headquarters to be an- 
nounced later) 
Thursday Afternoon 
Addresses of welcome 
Response 
President’s address 
Announcements 
Thursday Evening 
6:30—Iowa Library Summer School 
Society, library schools, and 
class dinners 
8:00—An evening with Iowa authors 
Presentation of I. L. A. Medal 
for Best Contribution to lit- 
erature by an Iowa author 
Reception to Iowa authors 
Friday Morning, October 12th 
9 :00—Business meeting 
10 :30—Book talk 
12 :30—Trustees’ luncheon 
Friday Afternoon 
2:30—Round Tables 
4:30—Visits to libraries, teas, ete. 








Friday Evening 
Music 
8 :00—Address: Vera Brittain, author, 
‘*Testament of Youth.’’ Subject 
to be announced 


Saturday Morning, October 13th 
9 :30—Program to be announced. 


Executive Board 


The Executive Board of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association met in the office of the 
Secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion on Tuesday morning, May 22nd. 

After the routine business of reports 
had been disposed of Miss Nethereut 
presented the question of the place for 
the fall meeting, giving the result of the 
votes taken at the District Meetings. 
These figures taken as a whole and by 
members only gave an overwhelming 
majority in favor of Des Moines, which 
was therefore declared by vote to be the 
place of meeting for 1934. Miss Pike 
was added to the Program Committee 
and the selection of headquarters left to 
this committee, as well as the program 
and other details connected with the 
meeting. 

Following the precedent of the A. L. 
A. in awarding the Newbery Medal for 
juvenile literature, it was voted that a 
medal be offered by the Iowa Library 
Association to the Iowa author who shall 
in the opinion of Iowa librarians have 
made the best contribution to literature 
for the past year, a vote to be taken by 
mail from the libraries of the state 
previous to the state meeting, the final 
decision to be made by the Executive 
Board and the medal presented at the 
State Meeting. 

The names of the District Chairmen 
for next year, elected at the spring meet- 
ings, were presented by Miss Robinson 
and were approved by the board. These 
names appear elsewhere in this number. 








District Meetings 
1934 

The district meetings are again a thing 
of the past, but pleasant memories 
helpful suggestions linger with libra 
rians and trustees who were in attend- 
ance. 

Good weather and good roads ¢0l 
tributed to good attendance, and to this 
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we hope was added the experience of 
good meetings of other years. 


The total this year was much in excess 
of last year, and the largest ever re- 
corded, namely, 408 against 332 last 
year, and 384 two years ago. The li- 
braries represented numbered 132, li- 
brarians and assistants 185, and trustees 
136. The largest meeting was at 
Marengo with 62 in attendance. Laurens 
followed closely with 59, and Waverly 
with 57. Marengo also had the largest 
number of librarians and trustees, 33 
and 23 respectively. Mount Pleasant 
and Laurens each had 20 libraries repre- 
sented. Waverly had 26 librarians 
present, and Laurens and Red Oak 
each 21. 

Much interest was shown in the vari- 
ous subjects on the program as evidenced 
by those taking part in the discussions. 

The roll call on ‘‘Revitalizing Old 
Books’ proved particularly helpful and 
new suggestions were given at each meet- 
ing. A summary of those presented at 
all the meetings, as noted by Miss 
Nethereut, will be given below. There 
will also be printed in this or the fol- 
lowing number the papers on **‘ Periodi- 
eals for a Small Library,’’ read at one 
meeting, and ‘‘Gain in Cireulation and 
Borrowers,’’ given at another. 

Among the ‘‘Nonfiction to Be Dis- 

carded’’ was noted state documents, torn 
and worn books (some to be replaced or 
rebound), out of date books in various 
classes if there are later books on the 
subject, old editions with poor paper 
for titles which will be used in good 
editions, though warning was given that 
a few standard books which every li- 
brary should have but which would be 
used very seldom might in the interest 
of economy be retained in the old edi- 
tions. 
_ The question was asked at some meet- 
ings what should be done with discarded 
books, and a number of librarians told 
of their use of such books in homes with 
contagious diseases, some given to new 
libraries making a beginning, or to the 
county superintendent of schools for use 
in the rural schools. 

“Business Methods in a Library”’ is 
diseussed elsewhere in this number. 

This subject brought up the question 
of discounts and where to buy. Miss 
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Robinson stated that librarians should 
not buy of a dealer who will not give 
25 per cent discount on general classes 
of books, though on a few educational 
books only 10 per cent is allowed, and 
occasionally on such publications no 
discount. 

Miss Robinson emphasized the fact 
that little nonfiction need be bought in 
reenforced bindings, especially in buck- 
ram binding, which is so unattractive as 
to reduce the reading of the books, and 
named two new titles, attractive in pub- 
lishers’ bindings, but very ugly rebound 
in dark brown buckram. 

Miss Nethereut’s paper, introducing 
the subject of ‘‘Planning for the Fu- 
ture,’’ received favorable comment at 
all the meetings. We are sorry that lack 
of space will not permit its printing in 
the Quarterly. The subject will be taken 
up in a separate article. 

The place of the fall meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association was presented 
at each meeting, and a vote was taken 
on Sioux City and Des Moines, the result 
of which is given elsewhere. Member- 
ship dues were also mentioned and a 
number were paid during the meetings. 

A communication was also read from 
Miss Barrette at each meeting except 
Forest City at which she spoke person- 
ally of A. L. A. memberships, urging 
libraries to join the A. L. A. We print 
her rhyme elsewhere as a ‘‘filler.’’ 

The Book Talks at six of the meetings 
took the form of so called ‘‘panels’’ 
which were received with much favor. 

At Red Oak the panel was composed 
of members of the Council Bluffs staff, 
and Miss Boyd of the Red Oak Public 
Library, Miss Nethereut, and Miss Rob- 
inson, with Miss Canon as leader. At 
Marengo Miss Giesler and members of 
her staff at Davenport formed the panel, 
at Jefferson Mr. Brown and members of 
the State College Library staff, at Mis- 
souri Valley, Miss Pike and part of her 
staff from Sioux City, at Laurens Miss 
Rex of Spencer, Miss Walpole of Storm 

Lake, Miss Nethereut, and Miss Robin- 
son helped out, and at Forest City Miss 
Barrette and part of her staff from 
Mason City formed the panel. 

At Waverly Miss Wieder of Waterloo 
gave the Book Talk, and at Mount Pleas- 
ant Miss Backman of the Burlington 
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staff. Book lists were distributed and 
later sent to ‘‘absent librarians.’’ 

The formal speaker at the Red Oak 
meeting was Rev. J. R. Perkins of Coun- 
cil Bluffs, who spoke on ‘*The Mormon 
Social Order on the Missouri.’’ At 
Mount Pleasant, Lucia Danforth, Pro- 
fessor of Languages at Iowa Wesleyan 
College, spoke on ‘‘Our Contemporary 
Ancestors.’’ Mrs. J. E. Dorman of 
Fayette spoke at the Waverly meeting 
on ‘‘Interesting Contacts in Malaysia.’’ 
At Marengo Professor Herbert Bohlman 
of Drake University talked on ‘‘The 
Consumer, the Forgotten Man.’’ At the 
Jefferson meeting Professor Frank Her- 
riott of Drake University spoke on ‘‘ The 
Old South in Iowa.’’ At Missouri Val- 
ley a travelog was given by Mrs. H. W. 
Gamble of Missouri Valley. The Hon. 
P. H. Donlon of Ruthven spoke at the 
Laurens meeting on ‘‘Cooperation in 
Community Work,’’ and at the Forest 
City meeting Johnson Brigham, State 
Librarian, spoke on ‘‘The Two Most 
Discussed Books of the Year.”’ 

Enjoyable lunches were served at 
churches in all places but one, the prices 
ranging from 25 cents to 50 cents. 

Music at three meetings was received 
‘ with much pleasure, and the suggestion 
was made that it be arranged for more 
frequently in the future. 

At Marengo Mrs. Holck was pre- 
vented from acting as chairman by the 
severe illness of her father, and Helen 
Morse of Maquoketa, twice elected 
chairman but unable to serve, presided 
this year. The chairmen at each meet- 
ing presided with ease and dignity, but 
with sufficient informality to call forth 
diseussion. 

We believe all who took part this year 
were heard with little difficulty. 

The librarians in attendance at the 
Red Oak meeting were much pleased at 
the presence of Sarah Palmer, librarian 
of the Red Oak Public Library for many 
years. 

Resolutions of thanks to the boards 
and librarians of entertaining libraries 
and the speakers were passed. 

The following chairmen were elected 
for the coming year and have since been 
confirmed by the Executive Board: 

Southwest—Eva T. Canon, Council 


Bluffs 
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Middlewest—Mrs. Max Mitt, Deni. 
son; Miss Tharp, Sioux City 

Northwest—Mrs. Violet Roth Worn 
seth, Spirit Lake 

Southeast—Elizabeth Michener, Oska 
loosa 

Middle East—Mrs. Evelyn Spenver 
Bray, Grinnell 

Northeast—Florence A. Grove, Way 
erly 

Central—Alice B. Story, Marshall. 
town 

North Central—Mrs. Belle Birdsall, 
Clarion 

Various invitations were received, but 
places for next year’s meetings have not 
yet been selected. 

Twenty-eight libraries were visited by 
the President of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation and the Secretary of the Library 
Commission during their travels, and 
the Secretary met nine library boards. 





American Library Association 
Conference, 1934 

The American Library Association 
Conference for 1934 will be held in 
Montreal June 25-30. 

The programs for the General Sessions 
and of the various sections promise much 
of interest to librarians and trustees. A 
glance over the program shows Louise 
Orwig, Head of the Art Department of 
the Des Moines Public Library, as Chair- 
man of the Art Reference Round Table, 
and Edna Giesler of the Davenport Pub- 
lie Library Secretary of the Small Li 
braries Round Table. There may be 
others from Iowa on the program whose 
names escaped us. Although the dis 
tance is considerable the attraction of 
the place and program should be sufi 
cient to secure a good representation 
from Iowa. 


A. L. A. Membership 

Even a casual and hasty examination 
of the A. L. A. Bulletin for June, 1934, 
leads the Library Commission Secretary 
to again urge upon librarians and 
brary boards the value of this publiea- 
tion to be secured through membership 
in the American Library Association. 

This number contains nothing but i 
Annual Reports of officers and commit 
tees, but these furnish enough informa 
tion and suggestions to keep any trust 
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or librarian busy for the summer: the 
fall, and the coming librars vear. Fer 
example, ‘‘Experience and Demonstra 
tion in Library Extension’’ in the re 
port of the Committee on Adult Educa 
tion and Library Extension, ‘Fire 
Insurance’’ from the report of that 


Committee, *‘Library Equipment and 
Appliances,’’ from the report of the 
Committee on Library Architecture 
and Building Planning (illustrated), 
“Schemes of Library Service,’’ ‘‘Sub- 
scription Books,’’ ‘‘Ventilation and 
Lighting of Library Buildings,’’ and 
many other subjects vital to library 
boards. 

The price to libraries is $5.00 per year 
which secures nine news numbers of the 
Bulletin, the Annual Report, the Hand- 
books, and the Proceedings. An indi- 
vidual membership of $3.00 gives only 
Bulletins and the Annual Report. 


A. L. A. Publications Recent and 
Helpful 

A number of recent publications of 
the American Library Association were 
sent to the various District Meetings for 
examination. 

Among those the Secretary of the 
Library Commission would call to the 
attention of librarians and trustees not 
present is the ‘‘Replacement List of 
Fiction,’ which will be especially help- 
ful in deciding which fiction to discard, 
rebind, replace, ete. The price is 75 
cents. 

The list of ‘‘ Books of General Inter- 
est to Today’s Readers’’ will also be 
found helpful in the selection of books 
for purchase on different subjects. The 
price of this is 50 cents. The Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, published quarterly 
at $1.00 per year, is valuable for infor- 
mation on sets often offered to libraries 
by subscription agents, and may save 
the library many times the cost of the 
Bulletin. 

Copies of ‘‘Standards for Public Li- 
braries’’ were sent for distribution. The 
Secretary of the Library Commission 
will be glad to send a copy to any trus- 
tee or librarian who failed to secure one 
at one of the meetings. 

Information regarding A. L. A. pub- 
lieations as they appear is one of the 


pees of membership in the A. 
. A. 
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Iowa Library Association 


Memberships Paid Since Last Number of the 
Quarterly 
Akron Publie Library 
Alderson, Bella, Librarian, Creston 
Allison Publie Library 
Alta Publie Library 
Ames Public Library 
Auamosa Public Library 
Anderson, Constance, Staff, Fort Dodge 
Arthur Publie Library 
Atlantic Public Library 
Ausbury, Golda, Librarian, Nevada 
Bailey, Flora, Librarian, Perry 
Baird, Clarice J., Librarian, Osceola 
Baleusifer, Mrs, J. F., Staff, Waterloo 
Barnard, Gertrude, Librarian, Atlantic 
Beall, Mrs. Cora F., Librarian, Bedford 
Benton, Cecil, Staff, Sioux City 
Bistline, Ethyl, Librarian, Grand Junction 
Bloomfield Public Library 
Bray, Mrs. Evelyn Spencer, Librarian, 
Grinnell 
Brown, Jane (., Staff, Webster City 
Burgess, Mrs. Helen A., Librarian, Onawa 
Burlington Public Library 
Byers, Mrs. Frances Kendall, Librarian, 
Charles City 
Carroll Publie Library 
Cedar Falls Publie Library 
Cedar Rapids Public Library 
Centerville Publie Library 
Charles City Publie Library 
Clarion Publie Library 
Clark, May, Librarian, Dubuque 
Clear Lake Publie Library 
Clinton Publie Library 
Collins, Angela, Staff, Fort Dodge 
Conrad, Freda, Staff, Cedar Rapids 
Corning Publie Library 
Council Bluffs Publie Library 
Cresco Publie Library 
Crosley, Charlotte E., Librarian, Webster 
City 
Dalin, Mrs. Anna B., Trustee, Shenandoah 
Davenport Publie Library 
Davidson, Mrs. W. T., Librarian, Allison 
Davis, Mrs, Walter, Librarian, Association 
Library, Avoca 
Day, Mrs. Mary Hite, Librarian, Associa- 
tion Library, Batavia 
Denison Publie Library 
Denny, Eva G., Librarian, Washington 
Edwards, Miriam, Librarian, Nashua 
Eldora Public Library 
Elisworth, Cheryl, Staff, Dubuque 
Estherville Publie Library 
Forest City Publie Library 
Fort Dodge Public Library 
Galva Publie Library 
Garfield, Mrs. C. W.. Trustee, Humboldt 
Gladbrook Publie Library 
Gleason, Mrs. Elizabeth, Librarian, Oelwein 
Glessner, Iva, Staff, Sioux City 
Grand Junetion Publie Library 
Gray, Rena, Librarian, Osage 
Grinnell Public Library 
Grundy Center Publie Library 
Hagey, E. Joanna, Librarian, Cedar Rapids 
Hallowell, Lorraine, Staff, Waterloo 
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Hampton Public Library 
Hanson, Grace, Librarian, Odebolt 

Harlan Public Library 

Harragan, Louise, Staff, Dubuque 
Hawarden Public Library 

Hays, Mrs. Lillian, Librarian, Centerville 
Heer, Marguerite, Staff, Dubuque 
Hemenway, Martha H., Librarian, Lansing 
Hinton, Clara, Staff, University of Iowa 
Hobbs, Ruby, Staff, Ottumwa 

Hoffman, Paula, Librarian, LeMars 
Hogan, Mrs. Harriet, Staff, Dubuque 
Humboldt Publie Library 

Humphrey, Mary Brown, Staff, University 


of Iowa 


Ida Grove Public Library 

Indianola Public Library 

Jay, M. Berdena, Librarian, Shenandoah 
Jones, Jennie M., Librarian, Waukon 
Jones, Mrs. Ruth, Staff, Shenandoah 
Kibler, Mrs. B. L., Librarian, Manson 
Klove, Mrs. H. R., Librarian, Sac City 
Ladd, Mrs, Orra, Librarian, Invrood 

Lake View Publie Library 

Laurens Publie Library 

Leech, Mabel, Librarian, West Branch 
Lietman, Rev. Thomas, Trustee, Humboldt 
Lindsay, Margaret E., Librarian, Man- 


chester 


Lower, Mrs. R., Trustee, Humboldt 
MeCoy, Mary E., Librarian, Indianola 
MeMurray, Jessie, Staff, Webster City 
Manchester Public Library 

Mapleton Sehocl and Publie Library 
Marshalltown Publie Library 

Mason City Publie Library 

Meyer, Adele, Staff, Dubuque 

Michener, Elizabeth, Librarian, Oskaloosa 
Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Librarian, Bur- 


lington 


Moffatt, Bessie, Librarian, Boone 

Moffitt, Mrs. Max, Librarian, Denison 
Montague, H. Ruth, Staff, Council Bluffs 
Morse, Helen M., Librarian, Maquoketa 
Mount Ayr Publie Library 

Muller, Alma, Staff, Ottumwa 

Museatine Publie Library 

Nagel, Irene, Staff, Fort Madison 

Nevada Publie Library 

Newlon, Mrs. Martha A., Librarian, Win- 


terset 


Newton Public Library 
Noble, Florence, Librarian, Monticello 
Odebolt Public Library 

Olsen, Auna, Librarian, St. Ansgar 
Onawa Publie Library 

Orange City Publie Library 

Osceola Publie Library 

Oskaloosa Public Library 

Ottumwa Public Library 

Pella Publie Library 

Perry Publie Library 

Petersmeyer, A. C., Trustee, Odebolt 
Peterson, Lucile, Librarian, Estherville 
Pieree, Edith, Staff, Fort Dodge 

Pike, Mildred H., Librarian, Sioux City 
Pinney, Nellie, Librarian, Humboldt 
Pocahontas Publie Library 

Powers, Marjorie, Librarian, Iowa Falls 
Primghar Publie Library 
Reinbeek Publie Library 
Rockwell City Public Library 








Rhynsburger, Cornelia, Librarian, Musea- 
tine 

Sae City Public Library 

Sanborn Public Library 

Sanders, Mrs. Lura, Librarian, Algona 

Schaller Public Library 

Schmidt, Mrs. C. O., Trustee, Humboldt 

Shaw, Donna, Staff, Sioux City 

Sheldon Public Library 

Shell Rock Public Library 

Sibley Public Library 

Sioux City Publie Library 

Sioux Rapids Publie Library 

Slevken, Irene, Staff, Dubuque 

Spayde, Mrs. F. M., Librarian, Garner 

Spirit Lake Publie Library 

Stober, Mrs. Adelaide, Librarian, West 
Liberty 

Sutherland Publie Library 

Sutherland, Lillian A., Librarian, Clinton 

Taylor, Ruby, Staff, Cedar Rapids 

Tedford, Mrs. Howard, Trustee, Mount Ayr 

Towner, Mrs. H. M., Trustee, Corning 

Treman, Mildred, Librarian, Rockwell City 

Van Syoe, Edna E., Librarian, Mapleton 
School and Publie Library 

Van Wormer, Grace, Librarian, University 
of lowa 

Waffle, O. G., Interested Citizen, Marion 

Warner, Eleanor, Staff, Iowa State College 

Washington Publie Library 

Waterloo Public Library 

Watson, B. B., Trustee, Humboldt 

Waverly Publie Library 

Webster City Publie Library 

Wellman Public Library 

Whiteomb, Meta, Librarian, Marion 

Whiting Publie Library 

Paid for Two Years 

Cloughly, Mrs. Charles W., Trustee, Fort 
Madison 

Frailey, J. R., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Helling, Henry B., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Knemyer, H. W., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Paul, Mrs. Harold W., Trustee, Fort Madi- 
son 
Robers, Mary J., Trustee, Fort Madison 
Scherfe, W. A., Trustee, Fort Madison 
Stempel, W. C., Trustee, Fort Madison 
Tipton Publie Library 
Wahrer, Mrs. C. F., Trustee, Fort Madison 
Walters, Mayme, Librarian, Tipton 


Additional Names Received 
Kingsbury, Mary E., Librarian, Hampton 
Monticello Publie Library 

Paid for 1933 
Des Moines Public Library 





New Member of Iowa Library 
Commission 

Since the president of the State Uni- 
versity is ex-officio a member of the Iowa 
Library Commission, the resignation of 
Dr. W. A. Jessup and the election of 
Dean Eugene A. Gilmore to this 
automatically makes Dr. Gilmore a mem 
ber of this commission. 





County Library Interest Is Not Dead 
Dubuque County 

Mrs. Herbert Adams, the ‘‘library 
lady’’ of Dubuque county, has sent us 
the following report of her recent work. 
Books have been sent to sixty-five teach- 
ers, and thirty-six of them have had a 
shelf of books for adults, and have sent 
books and magazines from these shelves 
to the parents by the children. 

For a month Mrs. Adams spent four 
days each week visiting schools and talk- 
ing about the library, books and reading 
at open forums held in the country 
schools. Three meetings were held in 
every township and the people at the 
meetings chose the topics to be discussed, 
and the ‘‘County Library Plan’’ was 
almost always asked for. 

Mrs. Adams took Miss Seitz, a trained 
librarian who has been helping her un- 
der the C.W.A., with her that the people 
might see a real librarian such as they 
might have one day at their service con- 
tinually. Miss Seitz told the mechanies 
of the library plan, and Mrs. Adams 
explained in a general way about books 
and the reading habit. The attendance 
at these meetings was from twenty to 
eighty-five, and they grew in interest as 
the days passed. 

Meetings were held in large parochial 
and in tiny one room schools. The last 
meeting was in honor of Mothers’ Day 
and was held in a very old stone build- 
ing, lighted by two kerosene lamps, and 
was packed with farmers and their 
wives, 

Mrs. Adams was the only speaker and 
she said, ‘‘There never was a more ap- 
preciative or attentive audience. The 
gratitude of the little teacher was 
pathetic.’’ And the mothers had a gift 
ready for her when she went home. 

Would that all counties had a ‘‘library 
lady’’ equally interested. 

Warren County 

Several years ago when a county li- 
brary for Warren county seemed prom- 
ising for the near future, a county 
library fund was started by the County 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

Unfortunately, the fund instead of 
growing through the years, has been 
decreased by bank failures, ete. But 
there has been no diminution of inter- 
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est on the part of the federation women 
who recently added to the small fund 
remaining, sufficient to bring the amount 
to $25.00, Mrs. O. C. Brown of Indianola 
giving personally the last dollar needed. 
The members voted to add all of their 
extra money beyond their state federa- 
tion obligations to this fund. 

With this amount a county shelf of 
books will be established in the Indianola 
library for the use of county borrowers. 
Would that all county federations were 
equally interested in county libraries. 


Library Planning for the Future 


At the request of the American Li- 
brary Association a Library Planning 
Committee for Iowa has been appointed 
to cooperate with the American Library 
Association Planning Committee and the 
State Planning Committee in fixing an 
objective for library efforts in the state 
for the future. It is too early to an- 
nounce plans. One meeting has been 
held at which Charles H. Brown of the 
State College Library was selected as 
chairman and sub-committees appointed 
as follows: 

College libraries—Charles H. Brown, 
Grace Van Wormer, Mary Bell Nether- 
cut. 

Development of city libraries—Eva T. 
Canon, E. Joanna Hagey, Forrest B. 
Spaulding, and J. Sidney Johnson. 

School libraries—Agnes Samuelson, 
Julia A. Robinson. 

State agency—A. M. Deyoe, J. Sidney 
Johnson, Forrest B. Spaulding. 

County or regional libraries—Whole 
board. 

Another meeting is to be held early in 
July. 


A New Book by Mr. Brigham 

That Mr. Brigham, though 88 years of 
age, is still as young as the youngest of 
Iowa librarians is well recognized and 
that he should write a book, by the title 
of ‘‘The Youth of Old Age,’’ will be no 
surprise to anyone. 

This book is an anthology of nearly 
three hundred quotations from various 
authors, supplemented by observations 
from Mr. Brigham’s own experiences. 

All libraries will wish to own this lat- 
est book by the best beloved of Iowa 
authors. 
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Magazines a Library Should Take* 


By Merra Wuitcoms, Librarian, Marion 
Publie Library 


Reference material on this subject 
shows us to be a nation of magazine and 
newspaper readers. People read maga- 
zines because they reflect our age. The 
contents are timely, brief, and attrac- 
tively illustrated. They are cheaper 
than books and easier to discard. 

Librarians should know the require- 
ments of the community they serve, and 
also be acquainted with the magazines, 
that they may choose those adapted to 
its needs. It is a great help to compare 
one’s knowledge with that of other li- 
brarians and to check it by standard 
lists. 

The budget usually influences our 
selections, but the aim is to provide 
variety and balance for all classes of 
readers. 

What do people want most from mag- 
azines? They are interested in, current 
events, the community, national and 
world affairs. It may be sufficient to 
select only three or four out of the class 
of current events: a good weekly is the 
Literary Digestt or Time. A monthly, 
the Review of Reviews, now combined 
with World Work. 

Current History is fine for reference 
purposes and authoritative comment on 
foreign affairs; and Annals of the 
American Academyt or Foreign Affairst 
for school reference. 

At present there is a great demand 
for material on science. The approved 
general magazines are Popular Science, 
Popular Mechanics, and Scientific Amer- 
ican. Two of these or all three may be 
taken. For radio a magazine dealing 
with the technical side is of interest to 
boys, especially, and one for broadeast- 
ing and entertainment appeals to all 
adult readers. Aviation is another divi- 
sion for which a periodical might be 
added. 

For nature study every library should 
have National Geographic and Nature 
Magazine. These seem to go together 
for both adults and children. They are 

*Read at the Mount Pleasant district meeting, 
April 26, 1934, 

tNot for a small library. 

tOften periodicals of this character, largely taken 


in a community, will be donated and save subscrip- 
tions. 
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well illustrated and possess related fields, 
The magazines Travel and Asia, deserib. 
ing strange lands and different people 
give variety. Funds may prevent sub. 
seription to both. 

Biography, travel, history, seienee, 
and art all come within the range of 
the general literary magazines. The 
Atlantic, an old standard, yet fresh 
and individual, is the first choice. 
Harpers is another, successful in chang- 
ing with changing times; while Seri. 
ners is still a favorite. Yale Reviewt 
and American Mercury, called the 
‘quality group,’’ appeal to many, 

Poetry, a magazine of verse, may have 
a limited appeal, but the year’s numbers 
contain a greater quantity and variety 
of poetry than the average anthology. 

In popular fiction and discussion, ref- 
erence value and attraction to readers 
should be considered so we weigh the 
Saturday Evening Postt, Colliers, and 
the American. 

Here are a number of subjects some- 
what related in purpose: for health 
there is Hygeia, Survey for social prob- 
lems, and Parents or Child Welfare 
magazine for parents. A subscription 
to an educational journal, supplement- 
ing the school library, is a fine way of 
cooperating with the school. 

For out of door activities we have 
Field and Stream; for drama, The 
Stage, Theatre Arts Magazinet, @ 
Drama; in art, Arts and Decoration. 

Under business comes the different 
occupations, each specialized, making it 
difficult to suggest titles. Fortunet, al- 
though rather new and quite expensive, 
has been strongly recommended. 

Many interests are centered im 
‘‘women’s’’ magazines, showing the 
widening and deepening of woman’s 
sphere. Much fiction is also included, 
increasing their popularity. Close study 
is needed here to choose wisely. From 
the many, how many shall we take? One 
librarian suggests three: Good House 
keeping for all home making purposes; 
Better Homes and Gardens for interior 
decoration and gardening; and for fie 
tion and more general interests, 
Ladies’ Home Journalt, Delineator, & 
Woman’s Home Companion.t 

For children we have St. Nicholas, 
The American Boy combined Wi 
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Youth’s Companion, the Boy Scout mag- 
azine, Boys’ Life, and the Girl Scout 
magazine, American Girl. Child Life 
for the younger children is considered 
the best. 

Some adult magazines are of interest 
to the young people as the National 
Geographic, Nature Magazine, and 
Hygeta. 

In many libraries the Reader’s Digest 
is very popular. We are all familiar 
with its type-reprint articles condensed 
from current periodicals. The Golden 
Bookt is another reprint of a different 
sort. 

The Saturday Review of Literature 
and the Booklist, while necessary for the 
librarian and the book committee, may 
also be of interest to other readers. 

Even in the smallest library an index 
to periodicals is indispensable if refer- 
ence work is to be done. For this the 
Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature 
isa most helpful reference tool, not only 
for the librarian, but for all who ean 
use it independently. 


Lydia Roberts Scholarship 

The recipient of the Lydia Roberts 
Scholarship for the coming year is Olga 
A. Erbe of Boone. Miss Erbe is a 
graduate of the University of lowa 
where she had experience in the German 
Library. Sinee her graduation she has 
been librarian of the high school at 
Mabel, Minn. 

Ruth J. Cubbage of Des Moines, a 
graduate of Drake University, is alter- 
nate. 


Traveling Libraries in China 

A recent number of the Missionary 
Herald contains interesting information 
about ‘‘ Peripatetic Libraries’’ in China. 
These are sent to ‘‘teams”’’ of Chinese 
Christians in isolated villages and carry 
the newest books and literature. 

The library is sent out from Peiping. 
When the library was inaugurated a 
man carried two cartons of books bal- 
anced on the ends of a pole and walked 
one hundred and fifty miles once a 
month delivering the books. The bicycle 
has now been substituted to save time 
and energy. This contribution to rural 
life has proved so popular that it is diffi- 
cult to keep up with the demands. 





Gain in the Use of Our Library in 
Circulation and Borrowers. 
Can We Keep It?* 


By E.izasetu V. Pirrs, Librarian, Alton 
Publie Library 

Our library, after maintaining a 
steady growth each year, showed a small 
decrease in circulation last year. The 
probable reasons are: 

1. Lack of funds for many new books. 

2. Increase of employment. More 
young people at college or at work. 

3. Readjustments in the school. Fewer 
book reports. The teachers have less 
time for personal reading. Changes in 
the musical program. New school en- 
cyclopedias and less reading of ours. 

4. More communicable diseases _re- 
stricting circulation in those families 
and necessitating the loss of the books, 
fewer broken bones, serious burns, and 
long illnesses which increase circulation. 

5. Improvement in reading results in 
a loss of circulation if a person who has 
been reading a dozen light novels now 
reads one or two serious books during 
that time. 

6. Unofficial circulation. Books that 
are passed from family to family be- 
tween visits to the library. Books 
charged out after the count is made. 

7. Abnormal weather. Cold weather 
increases circulation. Mild winters de- 
crease it, as do dust storms, rain, snow, 
or excessive heat. 

8. Band concerts on Wednesday or 
Saturday nights increase the circulation. 
Free movies decrease it. 

9. Books are wearing out faster than 
we can care for them. Thanks to a 
C.W.A. worker, many of our books were 
mended during the winter. The clutter 
and confusion may have kept some peo- 
ple from getting books, others were in- 
terested in the various processes and 
some seem to be trying to take better 
care of the books. We are adding new 
backs and corners, cleaning the edges 
with sandpaper, washing the covers, 
cleaning and mending the contents. 
Some of the dirty, faded covers are 
transformed with pictures from old book 
jackets—cowboys or horses—using the 
original book jackets when we can, other- 
wise an appropriate picture. Faded, 


*Read at the Laurens district meeting, May 125, 
1934. 
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spotted, flimsy books acquire futuristic 
covers with fantastic designs from odds 
and ends of book cloth scraps, the 
brighter and more variegated in color 
the better. Sometimes the public thinks 
that it is a new book and they do say 
that the books feel better. A temporary 
deerease, which eventually increases cir- 
culation. 

10. Cramped quarters. 
shelving and table space. 

11. Without the money for rebinding 
books and because the government paid 
for a C.W.A. worker, our time and 
thoughts have centered on the mechanical 
part of library work, and less than 
should have been put on the mental and 
inspirational side. In the long run, this 
would decrease the circulation. 

How can we try to keep the gain in 
circulation and borrowers? 

1. Buy books for all ages, tempera- 
ment and social classes, and for wise use 
of leisure time. 

2. Work with the schools, both with 
town and rural teachers. 

3. Buy more re-enforced books in fic- 
tion and juveniles, and have more books 
rebound. The books will be more attrac- 
tive and durable, and the librarian will 
have more time for reading books and 
book reviews, various library processes, 
and for getting acquainted with the pub- 
lic, which is apt to be neglected if too 
much book mending is done. 


4. Increase publicity by items in the 
paper, satisfied patrons, and displays. 
Saturday evening a visitor from a neigh- 
boring town said that she had noticed 
in the library list in the Iowa Official 
Register that our library had a large 
circulation for the size of the town. 


5. Improve the arrangement of books. 
More printed or typed lists of books to 
assist readers such as lists of new books 
when added, Traveling Library books at 
present in the library, books for boy 
scouts, for girls, western stories, love 
stories, mysteries, historical novels, biog- 
raphies, those recommended for hospital 
use in the Booklist, or those that the 
**Cardinal Recommends”’ from the ‘‘ Re- 
tail Bookseller. Lists of older books, 
together with a sign, of those books do- 
nated from attics, that have been in the 
library for eight or ten years without 
being read. People would notice them 


Inadequate 


and by their reaction we would know 
whether they are worth keeping in the 
library. 

6. Personal attention to the public, 
Noticing which people like travel or 
biography, and which children like 
poetry, animal books, train books, or 
fairy tales and pointing them out. Send 
to the Traveling Library for additional 
information, if necessary. Have one 
book lead to another. A person inter- 
ested in the National Geographic might 
like Asia or a travel book. , 

7. Weed out from the shelves bosks 
that are unlikely to be read, using a 
standard Replacement List or A. L. A, 
Catalog for a guide. 

8. Smaller libraries require less red 
tape than large ones. Perform only the 
absolutely necessary technical routine. 

9. In doing mechanical work such as 
mending books or putting books on the 
shelves or putting on book pockets, use 
your mind and imagination as well as 
your fingers. 

10. By not letting a prolonged depres- 
sion affect one’s morale. Half of the 
people who say that they have read all 
of the books in the library have not read 
one-fourth of them. Call their attention 
to other types of books or magazines. 
It is possible to underestimate the intel- 
ligence and varied interests of people. 
Help them expand. Make the old mag- 
azines work. People like old magazines 
if they have not read them. Devise, if 
you can, some method of keeping the 
magazine covers on magazines. If there 
is no money for the new ‘Living 
Authors’’ volume, make a serap-book of 
those lives from the Wilson Bulletin. 
Be grateful for the advantages you do 
have and make the most of them. 

11. Improvement in the building space 
and table room equipment will probably 
come in time. We hope that a coming 
election for a new community building 
and town library will make it possible 
soon. 





Annual Board Meetings 
Two of the questions asked by the 
Secretary of the Library Commission @ 
meeting with library boards is the time 
of the annual board meeting, 4 
whether they are regularly held with 
election of officers for the coming yea? 





The reply to the last question is gen- 
erally in the affirmative, though the re- 
election of old officers too often takes 
place where a change would be decidedly 
to the advantage of the library. 

This is one of the subjects which will 
be suggested for discussion at the Trus- 
tees’ Round Table in October. 

The result of the first question shows 

four different dates at which annual 
meetings are being held by different 
boards, namely, in January, the begin- 
ning of the calendar year, in April at the 
beginning of the financial and fiscal year, 
in July after appointment or reappoint- 
ment of trustees, and in September at 
the beginning of fall work. ; 
This question might be settled by law, 
: but perhaps first it would better be 
discussed as suggested in the case of 
elections at the Trustees’ Round Table 
at the fall meeting of the I. L. A. 

Perhaps trustees will wish to discuss 
this at their board meetings before com- 
ing to Des Moines. Uniformity in this 
matter seems desirable to the Library 
Commission secretary. 





Business Methods in a Library 
Which Even a Small Library Should Observe 

1. Ownership stamp in all books and 
its removal when books are withdrawn. 
This may seem so self-evident a matter 
as not to need mention, but too many 
books reach the binders and the Library 
Commission office with no mark of own- 
ership in them to make inclusion here 
amiss. 

2. Financial accounts. The state 
checkers in their checking of library ac- 
counts have aided in securing the use by 
libraries of an itemized account book 
which makes the compilation of the 
financial part of the annual report an 
easy matter. But too many small li- 
braries still have no record of expendi- 
tures except check stubs. This is not 
business-like. 

3. Binding records and _ preparing 
books for the bindery. Reports come of 
libraries which send books for binding 
without removing card or keeping any 
list, though such a shiftless method of 
library work is difficult to imagine. 

Cards and pockets should be carefully 
removed and arranged alphabetically, 
and from these a list made, in duplicate, 
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one to go with the beoks to the bindery, 
and the other to be retained in the li- 
brary for checking with the books on 
their return when pockets and old ecards 
should be returned to the books or new 
ones made. 

4. Book orders in proper form. The 
title, or the title and author are not 
sufficient in preparing a book order. The 
publisher, price and edition desire, if 
there is more than one, should be given. 

To the naive remark of a librarian 
that dealers have books in which they 
ean look up this information lies the 
point of the whole question because it 
takes time to look up information in a 
book or elsewhere, and sometimes many 
books must be consulted before the in- 
formation can be found, thus taking 
more extra time than some orders are 
worth. 

It may well be that book committee 
chairmen, who do the book ordering in 
small libraries, have been as remiss as 
librarians in other libraries, but evidence 
seems to indicate that someone has been 
remiss. 

5. Correspondence. Too many times 
in visits to libraries the Secretary of the 
Library Commission sees her own or 
other letters lying around on the libra- 
rian’s desk in their envelopes. This is 
neither orderly nor business-like. Let- 
ters with answers attached should be 
neatly filed in a case provided for the 
purpose if they should be retained. But 
not all should be, and such with circulars 
should early find their proper place in 
the waste basket. ‘‘Order is said to be 
Heaven's first law,’’ and law and busi- 
ness-like methods should be early laws 
observed by libraries which are business 
as well as educational institutions, no 
matter how small they may be. 


A Little Assistance 
And we’ll reach the goal. 


Nor will our new members mind 

The three-dollar toll. 

Trustees will delight in 

The Bulletin news. 

Let’s ask them to join us 

I’m sure they will choose 

To be A. L. A. members 

If we point out the way. 

Let’s find a new member, 

Can you get one today? 
—LybiA M. BaRReETTE. 
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spotted, flimsy books acquire futuristic 
covers with fantastic designs from odds 
and ends of book cloth scraps, the 
brighter and more variegated in color 
the better. Sometimes the public thinks 
that it is a new book and they do say 
that the books feel better. A temporary 
decrease, which eventually increases cir- 
culation. 

10. Cramped quarters. Inadequate 
shelving and table space. 

11. Without the money for rebinding 
books and because the government paid 
for a C.W.A. worker, our time and 
thoughts have centered on the mechanical 
part of library work, and less than 
should have been put on the mental and 
inspirational side. In the long run, this 
would decrease the circulation. 

How can we try to keep the gain in 
circulation and borrowers? 

1. Buy books for all ages, tempera- 
ment and social classes, and for wise use 
of leisure time. 

2. Work with the schools, both with 
town and rural teachers. 

3. Buy more re-enforced books in fic- 
tion and juveniles, and have more books 
rebound. The books will be more attrac- 
tive and durable, and the librarian will 
have more time for reading books and 
book reviews, various library processes, 
and for getting acquainted with the pub- 
lic, which is apt to be neglected if too 
much book mending is done. 

4. Inerease publicity by items in the 
paper, satisfied patrons, and displays. 
Saturday evening a visitor from a neigh- 
boring town said that she had noticed 
in the library list in the Iowa Official 
Register that our library had a large 
cireulation for the size of the town. 

5. Improve the arrangement of books. 
More printed or typed lists of books to 
assist readers such as lists of new books 
when added, Traveling Library books at 
present in the library, books for boy 
scouts, for girls, western stories, love 
stories, mysteries, historical novels, biog- 
raphies, those recommended for hospital 
use in the Booklist, or those that the 
**Cardinal Recommends”’ from the ‘‘ Re- 
tail Bookseller. Lists of older books, 
together with a sign, of those books do- 
nated from attics, that have been in the 
library for eight or ten years without 
being read. People would notice them 


and by their reaction we would know 


whether they are worth keeping in the 
library. 

6. Personal attention to the publie, 
Noticing which people like travel or 
biography, and which children like 
poetry, animal books, train books, or 
fairy tales and pointing them out. Send 
to the Traveling Library for additional 
information, if necessary. Have one 
book lead to another. A person inter- 
ested in the National Geographic might 
like Asia or a travel book. 

7. Weed out from the shelves books 
that are unlikely to be read, using a 
standard Replacement List or A. L. A, 
Catalog for a guide. 

8. Smaller libraries require less red 
tape than large ones. Perform only the 
absolutely necessary technical routine. 

9. In doing mechanical work such as 
mending books or putting books on the 
shelves or putting on book pockets, use 
your mind and imagination as well as 
your fingers. 

10. By not letting a prolonged depres- 
sion affect one’s morale. Half of the 
people who say that they have read all 
of the books in the library have not read 
one-fourth of them. Call their attention 
to other types of books or magazines. 
It is possible to underestimate the intel- 
ligence and varied interests of people. 
Help them expand. Make the old mag- 
azines work. People like old magazines 
if they have not read them. Devise, if 
you can, some method of keeping the 
magazine covers on magazines. If there 
is no money for the new ‘‘Living 
Authors’’ volume, make a scrap-book of 
those lives from the Wilson Bulletin. 
Be grateful for the advantages you do 
have and make the most of them. 

11. Improvement in the building space 
and table room equipment will probably 
come in time. We hope that a coming 
election for a new community building 
and town library will make it possible 
soon. 





Annual Board Meetings 
Two of the questions asked by the 
Secretary of the Library Commission 1 
meeting with library boards is the time 
of the annual board meeting, 4 
whether they are regularly held with 
election of officers for the coming yeat- 


SS” ee 


oes S|" © eae a = a 





eS SS S,.,h—hC Oo 





The reply to the last question is gen- 
erally in the affirmative, though the re- 
election of old officers too often takes 
place where a change would be decidedly 
to the advantage of the library. 

This is one of the subjects which will 
be suggested for discussion at the Trus- 
tees’ Round Table in October. 

The result of the first question shows 
four different dates at which annual 
meetings are being held by different 
boards, namely, in January, the begin- 
ning of the calendar year, in April at the 
beginning of the financial and fiscal year, 
in July after appointment or reappoint- 
ment of trustees, and in September at 
the beginning of fall work. . 

This question might be settled by law, 
but perhaps first it would better be 
discussed as suggested in the case of 
elections at the Trustees’ Round Table 
at the fall meeting of the I. L. A. 

Perhaps trustees will wish to discuss 
this at their board meetings before com- 
ing to Des Moines. Uniformity in this 
matter seems desirable to the Library 
Commission secretary. 


Business Methods in a Library 
Which Even a Small Library Should Observe 

1. Ownership stamp in all books and 

its removal when books are withdrawn. 
This may seem so self-evident a matter 
as not to need mention, but too many 
books reach the binders and the Library 
Commission office with no mark of own- 
ership in them to make inclusion here 
amiss. 
2. Financial accounts. The state 
checkers in their checking of library. ac- 
counts have aided in securing the use by 
libraries of an itemized account book 
which makes the compilation of the 
financial part of the annual report an 
easy matter. But too many small li- 
braries still have no record of expendi- 
tures except check stubs. This is not 
business-like. 

3. Binding records and _ preparing 
books for the bindery. Reports come of 
libraries which send books for binding 
Without removing card or keeping any 
list, though such a shiftless method of 
library work is difficult to imagine. 

Cards and pockets should be carefully 
removed and arranged alphabetically, 
and from these a list made, in duplicate, 





one to go with the beoks to the bindery, 
and the other to be retained in the li- 
brary for checking with the books on 
their return when pockets and old ecards 
should be returned to the books or new 
ones made. 

4. Book orders in proper form. The 
title, or the title and author are not 
sufficient in preparing a book order. The 
publisher, price and edition desire, if 
there is more than one, should be given. 

To the naive remark of a librarian 
that dealers have books in which they 
can look up this information lies the 
point of the whole question because it 
takes time to look up information in a 
book or elsewhere, and sometimes many 
books must be consulted before the in- 
formation can be found, thus taking 
more extra time than some orders are 
worth. 

It may well be that book committee 
chairmen, who do the book ordering in 
small libraries, have been as remiss as 
librarians in other libraries, but evidence 
seems to indicate that someone has been 
remiss. 

5+. Correspondence. Too many times 
in visits to libraries the Secretary of the 
Library Commission sees her own or 
other letters lying around on the libra- 
rian’s desk in their envelopes. This is 
neither orderly nor business-like. Let- 
ters with answers attached should be 
neatly filed in a case provided for the 
purpose if they should be retained. But 
not all should be, and such with circulars 
should early find their proper place in 
the waste basket. ‘‘Order is said to be 
Heaven's first law,’’ and law and busi- 
ness-like methods should be early laws 
observed by libraries which are business 
as well as educational institutions, no 
matter how small they may be. 


A Little Assistance 
And we'll reach the goal. 
Nor will our new members mind 
The three-dollar toll. 
Trustees will delight in 
The Bulletin news. 
Let’s ask them to join us 
I’m sure they will choose 
To be A. L. A. members 
If we point out the way. 
Let’s find a new member, 
Can you get one today? 
—Lypia M. BaRRerrTe. 


























Traveling Juvenile Book Exhibit 

A third series in two groups of juve- 
nile books for exhibit purposes has 
started on its travels. The number of 
books in each group this time is only 
twenty, but it seemed wiser to divide 
the series that the delay in seeing the 
books may Le shortened as sixty libraries 
have asked for them. If your library 
has not expressed a wish to see these 
books it is not too late to write Miss 
Robinson and ask for them. The time 
for keeping the books is three days and 
the only cost is transportation to the 
next place of which you are informed, 
and often an auto going that way will 
save all cost. 

The first and second series visited one 
hundred and thirty-nine libraries, thirty- 
one being duplicates, and the comments 
sent to the Secretary of the Library 
Commission seemed to the publishers to 
warrant a third series. 





Iowa Students in Library Schools 


University of Illinois 
Sarah Elizabeth Findly, lowa City 
Hoyt Rees Galvin, Pleasantville 
Esther Ellen Kleist, Garner 
Douglas Alexander Moffit, Cedar Rapids 
Genie Johanna Preston, Strawberry Point 
Elizabeth Rose Williamson 

University of Michigan 
Harry Gleen Brown, Cedar Falls 

University of North Carolina 

Mary Trimble Shore, Fort Dodge 


Simmons College 
Millicent Ellen Bush, Iowa City 

Western Reserve 
Avis Mary Gregory, Waterloo 
Mary Kathryn Kerwin, Waterloo 
Ruth Estelle Lachner, Dubuque 
Alice Winifred Niman, Ottumwa 
Catherine Lucille Redmond, Monticello 
Eleanor Masters Robb, Chariton 

University of Wisconsin 

Shirley Joyee Christopher, Dysart 
Barbara Bailey Wertman, Villisea 
Lucy Allen Winter, Carroll 


A Library Play 

The lowa Library Commission has re- 
ceived a copy of the playlet, ‘‘The 
Beacon’’: a modern fable in three acts 
by Mrs. Carroll Paul, trustee of the 
Peter White Public Library of Mar- 
quette, Michigan, and presented by the 
Century Club of Marquette. This play 
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might well be recommended for a pro- 
gram for local clubs or for county or 
district club meetings. It may be pur- 
chased at 20 cents per copy from the 
author, whose address is 505 East Ridge 
Street, Marquette, Michigan. A sample 
copy may be borrowed from the Towa 
Library Commission. This play is re- 
viewed on page 158 of the A. L. A. 
Bulletin for March, 1934. 


Ways of Revitalizing Old Books 

1. Buying old titles in good type and at- 
tractive binding. 

2. Using posters, attractive signs, slogans, 
ete. ‘‘Ding’s’’ cartoons, ‘‘Any book is a 
new book until vou have read it,’’ ete. 

3. Displaying and distributing various 
kinds of book lists and lists of better best 
sellers of other years. 

4. Making use of the titles which appear 
in movies such as ‘‘ Little Women,’’ ‘‘ David 
Harum,’’ ‘‘ Alice in Wonderland,’’ ete. These 
have been helpful to libraries without any 
effort in many cases, 

5. Being careful 
exhibits. 

6. Suggesting an older book when asked 
to make a selection for a borrower. 

7. Pasting a summary in the front of the 
book, perhaps signed by someone who has 
read it, or using vellow slips in books with 
short annotations. These slips showing above 





about the location of 


the tops of the books will attract attention 


as well as give information concerning: them, 

8. Making travel books lead to books of 
history, and books of one class lead to an- 
other. 

9% Collecting and displaying older books 
on one subject or by one author, changing 
*requently. 

10. Using book reviews in the library, 
serving tea if necessary to attract people. 

11. Tying together magazines containing 
serials and using them in place of books 
when books are not available. 

12. Cooperating with teachers in supplying 
books for school use. 

13. Above all, having a knowledge of the 
old books and a personal enthusiasm for them 
which will do more to secure the reading of 
these books than anything else. —M. B, N. 


School Library Notes 

From the Council Bluffs Public Library 

Council Bluffs issues a bulletin of li- 
brary news to the schools several times 
during the school semester. Mimeo- 
graphed on bright colored paper it at- 
tracts attention upon the teachers’ 
notice board. 

The school library work is a jomt 
project, financed through an agreement 








between the library and the school dis- 
trict. With a dual office, the school li- 
brarian’s work affords close cooperation 
in all school matters. ; 

Instruction in the use of the library 
and reference books is an integral part 
of the school curriculum. The course 
of study for the elementary grades was 
prepared by the school librarian, and the 
high school sections by the reference 
staff of the public library. Revised by 
the superintendent of  sclrools, and 
adopted by the board of education as a 
part of the course of study, this program 
is being carried out from grade two to 
grade ten. The entire course leads to 
the preparation of a bibliography in the 
tenth grade. 

Seventh and eighth grade classes come 
to the library and work out a class prob- 
lem under the direction of the school 
librarian. Sometime during the year 
the school librarian visits every room 
where they are writing book reperts to 
give book talks and inspect the records 
of reading trends as shown by books re- 
viewed in class work. This year a cycle 
of story telling has been added. From 
three to five groups of stories are told 
in each room visited. All of this is done 
in school time by a supervising and visit- 
ing librarian. The attention received 
has been most gratifying. From the 
eight graders we receive commendation 
for the tour of the library building, ar- 
ranged as a part of their semester trip. 
The favorite adjective ** Keen’’ has been 
applied, whieh means high praise from a 
thirteen-year-old. 


Summer Hours and Activities 

The following libraries announce 
shortened library hours during the sum- 
mer months: Albia, Ames, Bloomfield, 
Council Bluffs, Fort Madison, Marshall- 
town, Mason City, Missouri Valley, 
Muscatine, Sheldon, and Sioux City. 

Ames and Des Moines extend summer 
loan periods to borrowers leaving the 
tity on vacations. 

The following libraries report summer 
Plans to promote reading among the 
juveniles: Burlington, Davenport, Fort 
Madison, Hampton, Indianola, Ottumwa 
and Webster City. 

Doubtless there are others whose 
plans have not been made public 








Library News of the State 











Cedar Falls— Mary 0, Stuart, who has effi 
ciently served the library for 33 years, has 
resigned her position to enjoy a well earned 
rest in California. Miss Stuart became asso 
ciated with the library when it was located 
in rooms above a store and has supervised its 
growth from that time to its present propor- 
tions housed in a Carnegie building. 

Grace Neff of Brooklyn, lowa, has been 
selected by the board to succeed Miss Stuart. 
Miss Neff is a graduate of the University of 
lowa, where she was connected with the Uni- 
versity Library. She had a Lydia Roberts 
Scholarship at Columbia University which she 
attended for a year, returning to Iowa to 
become an assistant in the State Teachers 
College Library. 

Clarion—The Morgan Evarts Publie Li- 
brary began its twenty-eighth year in April. 
Mrs. Elma Young has been a member of the 
board since it was organized and has served 
as president for the past eight years. Mrs. 
Belle Birdsall was also a charter member of 
the board and has held the position of li- 
brarian for the past twelve years. 


Clear Lake—Dr. A. 8S. Dice has been ap- 
pointed on the library board to fill the place 
made vacant by the resignation of Dr. A. B. 
Phillips. 


Corning—The cataloguing of the library 
by Marjorie Donaldson has recently been 
completed. Miss Donaldson is a graduate of 
the library course of the New Jersey College 
for Women. 


Davenport—J. ©. Hall, after 20 vears of 
interested and efficient service, has resigned 
as a member of the library board. No sue 
cessor has been appointed. 

Elizabeth MeManus of the circulation de- 
partment was married on June 12th to Vance 
N. Uhlmever of the Peoples Light Company of 
Davenport. 

Decorah—The library invested the #25.00 
recently given by Ben Bear to establish a 
Shelf of Books on Peace. The list used was 
that given for a ‘*One Foot Shelf of Books 
on Peace’’ in the Christian Herald. 


Des Moines—Library Club—On May 7th 
the Library Club joined the English Teachers 
Club in a dinner at the Grace Ransom Tea 
Room with Chesla C. Sherlock as speaker on 
the subject, ‘‘How to Make a Magazine.’’ 

DeWitt—Mrs. M. B. Peters has recently 
been appointed a member of the library board 
to fill the vacaney caused by the resignation 
of Mrs. W. P, Schroeder. 

A revolving dictionary holder, a new six 
drawer catalog case, and a new table have 
been added to the library furniture of the 
ehildren’s room. 





Dumon.—A Book Club sponsored by the 
ivy is being used to add new books A 























10-ceent fee is charged for these books which 
are not purchased from tax funds. The li- 
brary is fortunate in having some unique 
publicity work done by a young lady of the 
community. 


Eldora—Rev. J. K. Hawkins is a new mem- 
ber of the library board appointed to succeed 
J. W. Schlampp. 


Epworth—The ‘‘Taylor Toilers’’ 4-H Club 
is sponsoring a circulating library for the 
town through Mrs. Herbert Adams of Du- 
buque, who is doing so much in furnishing 
reading for the rural population and small 
towns of Dubuque county. 


Forest City—Mrs. Anna Erricson, who has 
been librarian for a number of years, has been 
forced by ill health to offer her resignation 
to the board of trustees. A successor has not 
yet been appointed. 


Fort Madison—W. C. Stempel has been ap- 
pointed by the mayor to fill the unexpired 
term of George H. Dawson, who resigned be- 
eause of ill health. 


Indianola—Public Library—Owing to in- 
juries resulting from a fall during the winter, 
Mrs. Gladys Johnson has been obliged to 
resign her position in the library. A _ reso- 
lution was passed by the board expressing 
regret at her resignation, and appreciation 
of her good work. No appointment was made 
to fill the vacancy, but Lois Lympus and 
Shema Wiles will continue to serve as 
assistants. 


Iowa City—Library Club—A special dinner 
meeting of the club was held on the sun porch 
of the Memorial Union on May 4th, when 
Professor Kenneth G. Brooks of the Romance 
Language department spoke on the Luther 
Brewer Library, and the Leigh Hunt Collee- 
tion, recently purchased by the University 
Libraries. 

The following officers of the club were 
elected for the coming year: President, Rob- 
ert A. Miller; vice. president, Margaret 
Wardell, and secretary-treasurer, Emily Nixon. 


Lake City—At the age of 85, J. C. Parr, 
after 22 vears of steady, faithful service, 
has® resigned as custodian of the public li- 
brary. 


+ Madrid—-Romona Swan has been made li- 
brarian of the newly organized publie library. 
Until the ffrst of May, Miss Swan, Mrs. G. M. 
Evans, and Mrs, Fred Burch donated their 
time as lilwarians. Library hours will be 
Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday after- 
noons from 2:30 to 4:30, and Monday and 
Wednesday cvenings from 7 to 9. 


Marengo-..J. May Hostetter has been elect- 
ed librarian m place of Mrs. Margaret 
Shelley, librarian for the past five years. 
Previous to her election, Miss Hostetter cat- 
aloged both publie and high school libraries. 


Marshalltown --Lucile Davis, first assistant, 
has tendered her resignation to accept a _posi- 
tion in the publie library at Iowa City where 
she will study for a degree at the State Uni- 
versity. 


Lillian Conley has been appointed 
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to Miss Davis’ position and Evelyn Bowman, 
a former member of the staff, will become 
second assistant July Ist. 


Mason City—Mrs. Carl A. Parker has been 
appointed a member of the library board, 
Alma Davis has resigned her position ag 
children’s librarian and was married on June 
10th to Gustave E. Punke, Jr., of Mason City, 
Avis Gregory has been appointed to the 
vacancy. Miss Gregory has been away from 
the library on a year’s leave of absence for 
study at Western Reserve Library School, 


Mediapolis—Mrs. Geneva Nelson was ap- 
pointed to membership on the library board 
to succeed Della Storks who resigned. A 
telephone was recently installed in the li- 
brary. A story hour from 3 to 4 on Saturday 
afternoon is a new feature of the library 
with Mrs, Reagen in charge. Mrs, Reagen 
illustrates her stories with original drawings 
in color. 


Nevada—A new heating plant has been in- 
stalled in the library building. 

Osceola—A card of thanks from high school 
students to Miss Baird, librarian, for her 
help to them recently appeared in the Osceola 
Tribune. 

Red , Oak—Louise Boyd, librarian of the 
library for two and one-half years, resigned 
her position in April and on May 26th was 
married to Harold R. Skelledy of Lincoln, 
Nebraska. Miss Boyd was a Lydia Roberts 
scholar in 1930-31 and has made a very com- 
petent and satisfactory librarian. 

Elinor Jean Francis of Marshalltown, a 
graduate of the Wisconsin Library School in 
1933, takes Miss Boyd’s place as librarian. 

Sioux City—Mrs. S. F. Hoffman was elected 
president of the library board at the April 
meeting. A protest was made by the beard 
at the budget fixed by the city couneil for 
the coming year at $45,300. This is lower 
than any budget for fourteen years when the 
library consisted of one main building and 
one branch, and the circulation was 288,647 
as compared with 799,197 for the past year. 

Spirit Lake—Mrs. Harry E. Narey has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board to take the place left vacant by Mrs. 
J. A. Salyards, who has resigned. 


Story City—A year ago when the ineome 
of the library fell far behind the expenses, 
it was decided to make a small charge for 
the use of the books. The directors have now 
decided to go back to the old plan of free 
books. 

Swea City—The increasing use of the li 
brary has decided the library board to open 
the library on both Wednesday and Saturday 
from 1:00 to 6:00 o’clock. It was formerly 
open on Saturday only. 

Waverly—Eldora Flugga has resigned her 
position as first assistant and Edna Moulton 
has been elected to the position with Arlene 
Russell as second assistant, 

Whiting—Mrs. C. W. Beatty has been ap 
pointed on the library board and elected 
president to take the place of C. E. Persinge? 
as member and president. 
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Gifts 

Indianola—Simpson College—By the will of 
Lottie E. Granger, who died recently, the 
Helen Henshaw library containing eight hun- 
dred volumes with old books and etchings, 
and Miss Granger’s library, are given to 
Simpson College. These are to be kept to- 
gether and called the Helen Henshaw Library. 

Vinton—Through a settlement out of a 
eourt suit eontesting the will of the late 
Helen A. Tracy the Vinton Public Library 
will receive one-third of the estate of $10,000. 

Arnolds Park—Thirty-nine reference books 
have been received from Mrs. Snow of Spirit 
Lake, and seventeen from Mrs. Helen Taylor. 

Belle Plaine has recently received gifts of 
money for books from two organizations. 

On May 18th the West Side Library Club 
met in the club room of the Hampton Public 
Library, having as their guests from out of 
town members of the library board and the 
librarian of Sheffield. The collection taken 
was given to the Sheffield Public Library for 
the purchase of books. 

Inwood—The library has received much 
needed help from the Women’s Club, the 
Priscilla Club, and the American Legion, 
which have made gifts of money and books 
in response to the earnest appeals of Mrs. 
Ladd, the librarian. 

The publie schools at Sheldon have received 
a gift of the library of Dr. F. W. Cram num- 
bering more than five hundred volumes. 

Library benefits to secure books or the 
money to purchase books are reported at 

Allison, Battle Creek, Brooklyn, Dy- 

Sa, Wastnaten, Glidden, Greene, Kalona, 
Lake Mills, McGregor, Odebolt, Riceville, 
Rolfe, Sidney, Silver City, and Simpson 





New Libraries 

At Ackley a library will be opened 
during the summer on three afternoons 
a week by the Parent-Teachers Asso- 
ciation. Kalona has a new library 
project under way with Mrs. E. J. 
Hesselsehwerdt as president of the 
board, and Cleola Grady as librarian. 
At Linn Grove a library sponsored by 
the Women’s Club was opened during 
April. Mrs. S. O. Knudson will be li- 
brarian. Strawberry Point has organ- 
zed a library association with Eva 
Preston as president of the board, and 
4 good beginning for a library is being 
made. In Iowa county seven libraries 
have been started through the efforts 
of Mrs. DeSpain, county superintend- 
ent, with the help of Angeline Walsh. 
The places where libraries have been 
organized are Conroy, Ladora, Millers- 
, North English, Parnell, Victor, 

and Williamsburg. 


Deaths 


Gertrude Bergman, formerly of New- 
ton, died June 9th in Washington, 
D. C., after a long illness. She was at 
one time employed in the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa library and also in the 
Congressional Library in Washington, 
D. C., and in the library at Orlando, 
Florida. For the last eight years she 
has been assistant librarian of the Uni- 
versity of Maryland Library. 


Mrs. John W. Cory of Spencer died 
at her home on the evening of May 
3lst after an illness of only four days. 

Mrs. Cory was a member of the 
Spencer library board for twenty-six 
years, and secretary and a member of 
the book committee for much, if not all 
of this time. Her connection with the 
board was severed only at her own re- 
quest when she declined reappointment 
in July, 1932. 

Her interests were manifold and 
deep, and she held high offices in the 
I. F. W. C., in the P. E. O., and other 
organizations, but in none was her in- 
terest greater than in the library which 
she served so ardently through the 
years of her trusteeship. To her it was 
a trusteeship and her devotion was 
given accordingly. 

At the time of her retirement the 
Secretary of the Library Commission 
wrote, ‘‘Mrs. Cory has always been so 
quick to respond to all suggestions of 
the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion and so loyal in her attitude toward 
the Commission that her retirement will 
be felt as the loss of a faithful friend.’’ 


At that time the library board passed 
the resolution which follows: 

‘*Resolved, that the members of the 
Spencer Library Board hereby express 
to Mrs. Mary C. Cory their deep ap- 
preciation of the long years of faithful 
service which she has given to the in- 
terests of the Spencer Public Library, 
covering as they do a period of twenty- 
six years of membership and of service 
as secretary and a member of the book 
committee, during which time her coun- 
sel and advice have been of inestimable 
value to the library.’’ 

Mrs. Cory was not lost to the library 
or library friends while she lived as 
her interest was still with all that per- 
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tained to the Spencer Public Library 
and the library work of the state. 

Her memory will remain with us as 
a beneficent influence and the personal 
loss of her going will be hallowed by 
the heritage she thus leaves with her 
friends. 


Thomas Huston McBride, president 
emeritus of the State University of 
Iowa, died at his home in Seattle on 
March 27th. 

Dr. McBride during his years in the 
presidency of the State University was 
ex-officio a member of the Iowa Library 
Commission. During that time he 
never missed a meeting of the Commis- 
sion, and the Secretary remembers with 
pleasure his interest in the library work 
of the state, and his old time courtesy, 
so characteristic on all occasions. 


Dr. J. O. Pond, a trustee of the Perry 
library board, died very suddenly of 
heart truble at his home on February 
15th. He was a valuable member of 
the board for five years. In the pass- 
ing of Dr. Pond the community suffered 
an irreparable loss. He gave himself 
unstintedly to every worthy cause, and 
brought a wealth of knowledge, literary 
and scientific, which made his services 
invaluable. 


Isabella E. Powers, for thirty-five 
years librarian of the New Hampton 
Publie Library, died suddenly of heart 
disease on May 30th. 

Miss Powers’ service to the library 
had been somewhat interrupted by 
asthma and she had recently spent 
some time in Michigan with members 
of her family with whom she had a 
happy visit. She was even more happy 
to be at home, and hoped soon to return 
to the library. 

Miss Powers was connected with the 
library from its inception in 1899 and 
was one of a group of ladies who gave 
their services in starting a library and 
reading room. Then Miss Powers, Miss 
Porter, and Miss Angeline Grimsby 
gave their services to the library for 
nine years until a tax was voted. After 
the building was erected they were en- 
gaged as librarians and divided the 
time and responsibility until 1918 when 
Miss Grimsby moved away. 


Miss Powers’ interest in the library 
continued to the end, and she gave 
generously of her time, knowledge, and 
experience to its welfare. 


Charles H. Tomlinson, janitor of the 
Tama Public Library, died on April 
28th after a short illness. Mr. Tomlin- 
son was eighty-three years old and had 
served as janitor since 1905, except for 
a short interval when his health was 
poor. The passing of a faithful janitor 
merits mention in the Quarterly as well 
as that of librarians and trustees. 


Since going to press news comes of 
the death at St. Paul on June 10th of 
Mrs. Anna V. Erricson, for eighteen 
years librarian of the Forest City Pub- 
lie Library. Mention of her resigna- 
tion because of ill health appears else- 
where in this number. 


Book and Periodical Exchange 

The Tama Public Library wishes to 
secure a Tama County History and to 
dispose of county histories of Black 
Hawk and Linn Counties. If interested 
in either, please write to Mrs. H. C. 
Woods, Tama Public Library. 


Uniform Book Charges 

One librarian in reporting the dis- 
continuance of a rural station added, 
‘‘T have about given up all notion of 
any further library extension until there 
is a uniform charge adopted. Our neigh- 
boring counties are too generous.”’ 

We agree that such uniformity is 
greatly needed. An attempt was made 
to secure it by a schedule of charges 
drawn up by the Trustees’ Section at 
their meeting in Marshalltown in 1928. 
This schedule was made publie at the 
time and was reprinted in the Quar- 
terly for July-August-September, 1930, 
page 104. Nevertheless we fear library 
boards still follow their own sweet Wi 
in the charges made for extension serv- 
ice. This is neither farsighted nor b 
minded and the Secretary of the Library 
Commission is constrained to again urge 
library boards to consider this schedule 
in making and revising their charges, of 
to bring it up for discussion at an eam 
meeting of trustees, if revision is desit- 
able. 

















